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International Joint Online Seminar, 2020 

Post-Corona Global Society: 
Our New Path to the Sustainable Development Goals 

 
1. Outline 
 

Collaborating with local municipalities in the Niigata prefecture, the University of Niigata 
Prefecture (UNP) has invited students from its partner universities and other universities 
located in Niigata to jointly hold the annual Summer Seminar for the past seven years. Based 
on the ongoing central theme “Globalization and Local Development”, the Seminar aims to 
provide participating students with extraordinary opportunities to experience, learn, and share. 
In 2019, UNP welcomed 46 students from Japan, China, Hong Kong, South Korea, Indonesia, 
and Russia to work together on the theme of “Foods of Niigata – Impressing the World”. 

The 2020 summer seminar was planned as usual but with the spread of COVID-19, it became 
impossible for students from other countries to gather in Niigata to work together. We were 
forced to abandon hosting an in-person summer seminar this year. However, in these times, 
with study abroad and international exchange activities severely limited, it is especially 
important to continue supporting opportunities for student exchange and collaboration. So, we 
have planned an online seminar to give students a forum to work together to consider how the 
pandemic will affect international society and what we as individuals can and should do.  

The theme of this year’s seminar is Post-Corona Global Society: Our New Path to the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The spread of COVID-19 has had a strong impact on 
our lives. Travel to different regions and countries, study abroad, business, academic 
collaboration, and international cooperation have all been strongly impacted. In these uncertain 
times, it is natural to question what effect the pandemic will leave on the future of globalization. 
Even after COVID-19 subsides, the world will need strong international cooperation if we are 
to achieve the SDGs by the deadline of 2030.  

In this international online seminar we will present different views of the SDGs in a post-
Corona world. The seminar starts with views from UNP faculty members representing four 
different academic fields (four 15 to 20 minutes videos). Then, using social networks and other 
online tools, groups made up of students from a variety of universities and countries will share 
their ideas about the topics presented and the questions raised in the videos. Next, groups will 
use video meeting software to collaborate in group work to prepare for and deliver a 
presentation.  
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2. Schedule  
(1) Prior learnings：From mid-October to early November 

*Video lectures (four 15 to 20 minutes videos) 
*Sharing ideas about the topics presented in the videos by using SNS 

(2) Group work & Group presentation：November 14 
*About 3 to 4 hours between 10:00 and 16:00 in Japan time. (Tentative) 

 
3. Languages 
 
Video lectures, orientation and daily instructions on activities will be provided in English. 
Online group work and presentations will also be in English. The participants may use any 
language they feel comfortable for other student’s exchange activities. 
 
4. Participation Eligibility 
 
Regular and international students enrolled at UNP, and students (both undergraduate and 
graduate level) from the following partner universities of UNP:  
 

Heilongjiang University (China), University of International Business and Economics 
(China), Shanghai International Studies University (China), The Hang Seng University of 
Hong Kong (Hong Kong, China), Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages (Taiwan), 
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies (South Korea), Cyber Hankuk University of Foreign 
Studies (South Korea), Pacific National University (Russia), All Community Colleges of the 
University of Hawaii (the U.S.),  Duquesne University (the U.S.), Saint Mary’s University 
(Canada), University of Ottawa (Canada), Bogor Agricultural University (Indonesia), 
Vietnam National University, Hanoi (Vietnam), Ondokuz Mayis University (Turkey), 
Yokohama City University (Japan) 

 
In the event we receive a large number of applications, we might adjust the number of 
participants. 
 
5. Costs 
 
There is no cost for participating in the seminar.  
Necessary equipment and Internet access to participate the seminar need to be prepared by 
respective participants. 
 
6. Application and Contact 
 
Applicants should submit their application forms to their home university. 
For details of the program, please contact the following email: gyoumu@unii.ac.jp 
(Language support available in English and Japanese) 
 
7. Note 
         
Participants for this year’s online seminar will be entitled to the priority for participating in the 
UNP summer seminar next year. UNP will bear all the relevant costs of local transportation 
and accommodation in Niigata during the summer seminar for participants. (In case the 
summer seminar 2021 can be held as usual after international travel resumes back to normal 
without any restrictions by the next summer.) 


